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Differences can be a source of friction—or one can synthesize both, adapting. In that case,
each becomes the other's perfect balance and perfect |Iip'mn.
*  R'Hirsch—communication with friends who share the same goal can be a positive
influence, because an individual's thinking can be shaped and corrected by others.
When an individual does not collaborate, his mental state is likely to stagnate, or
else to degenerate into error or fantasy.
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o The story about Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish illustrates this point. When
Reish Lakish, who had been R' Yochanan's lifelong friend and partner, died, R'
Yochanan could not find a new person to study with. Everyone was eager to
agree with what he said—not to challenge it, which was what Reish Lakish did
and what he needed, since it forced him to explore his ideas more deeply.
*  R!Shlomo Aviner: couples should have religion/religiosity, culture, age, and
mentality in common; however, they should have different personalities. This way,
they'll get along, but also complement and push one another.
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iron sharpens iron
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and a man sharpens the mind of
his friend
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. R' Hirsch: A person who is “a friend of the whole world” is nice to be with, but he
lacks the deep connection that makes for true friendship. Family connections also
do not necessarily make for true friendship; though being related is a strong
connection, it also provides opportunities for friction.
On the other hand, friendship is made by choice, and when such a connection is
established and allowed to develop, friends come to know and appreciate one
another deeply.
However, the very best situation is when brothers are also friends—a double
connection-
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a friendly, social person
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is good for companionship
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but there is a friend who is more
closely attached than a brother

(R' Hirsch's translation)
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if you found honey, eat
moderately
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lest you become full and vomit
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make yourself dear at a friend's
home--don't come too often
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lest he become “satiated'” with
you and hate you
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someone you open up to; won't hold flaws against you—|'inva  ©
Common goal/desire .n210N NIIRNN INIX &' D'2NN AR2—n7yn1an
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people trade by a river; they exist in peace and each gain—n7yin "1an—na -
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creates distance but also a common purpose, allowing these otherwise mutually
exclusive elements (fire and water) to work together
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Two realms, melded into one—like the common-goal friendship that creates such a
meaningful bond
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*  R'Hirsch: According to hat he praises. This is an extremely telling aspect of
behavior; it shows a person's morals.
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the refining pot is for silver
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the crucible is for gold
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and a man is tried according to
17700
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o when you churn milk, you get butter
° In an argument—this temptation is to say that whoever you're arguing against
is worse—they do it (the subject of the argument) too
o But, let it be. Just like the container for butter is covered during the churning—
everything will come out eventually.
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A single coin in a jar makes a lot of noise. People who are actually lacking tend
to overcompensate; the ones who are truly talented, who have good middos,
etc—they don't make noise.
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© when you blow your nose too much—you bleed
© In an argument, you want to say that something isn't true at all
o But—give it a rest. It's like the nosebleed—if you try to clean your nose too
much, you'll just hurt yourself.
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In an argument, you want to change the record permanently—that you
shouldn't be challenged/annoyed about this again. But now isn't the time—it
will just make more fighting.
* R' Hirsch: there are four types of people:
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Be careful not to abuse someone who angers slowly; agitate them enough and
they really will get upset.
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if you became lowly, it was due
to arrogance
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if you're preparing to argue, stifle
yourself
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mean, hurtful, taboo thing; this instigates anger—axy 12T
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It's the voice/tone of voice that matters
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Example—a story. There was a man who had a pair of tefillin, which he had from his father,
that was very dear to him. Though he was very poor, he would not sell them—not even to
buy food for sukkot. However, when someone came to his town with an esrog, which he
would sell for a very high price (it was difficult to come by esrogim), the man went and
sold the tefillin. His wife was angry—she had wanted him to buy food, not an esrog. They
argued, and somehow the esrog fell and the pitom fell off. The man said—Hashem, | have
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a person who is slow to anger is
better than a hero
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someone who controls his
inclinations is better than a
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no tefillin. I have no esrog. Should I be angry? No, | will not ruin my shalom bayis, and |
accept your will.

It was said—accepting the damaging of the esrog (and not being angry) was more
significant than selling the tefillin to buy it.

conqueror of a city

S20an' X?—12T2 017N NA'RE NANKRIE,702N'—2T NP NAAN NIAX '(PID Externals
1. Externals make a poor substitute for emotional closeness, but they are often used to
replace it
2. Externals are generic
3. Externals are blinding. In Judaism we appreciate externals, but we need to recognize
and avoid this effect.
Emotions are contagious. (01:12)

If you want to know what your feelings are towards a person, look at the way they relate to
you. It's an emotional mirror.
This is talking about a situation that "0 call 2%'7 D'0121 2%7n [N D'RXI'D DT
The emotions that you feel are genuine and strong; they can come from another person's
heart or enter another person's heart.
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It's artificial at first, but feelings can be cultivated. They'll grow into something
deeper, and more real.
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Emotion is reciprocal.
This is true for your relationship with nwn as well. If you don't believe that
He can deliver for you, then you're nnxnxn 17X the pipelines of Yow from above.
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just as water reflects a face
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a heart reflects a heart
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*  R'Hirsch—Quarrelsome
An 2'n NP is a woman who uses the appropriate nT'n for the situation, even when it is
against her nature, inclination, or desires.
Why rot in his bones? Because her own problems don't affect her in the way that they
damage others—especially her husband, since he is so close to her. Her influence
“spreads” the rot to him.
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a woman of valor
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is the crowning glory of her
husband
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like a rot in his bones
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Even if you put a gold ring on a pig, it won't help. It won't beautify the pig—the pig has
nothing to go on. The beautiful woman—it [beauty] won't help her either, because she has
nothing inside.
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e Hirsch: The wisdoms of women, which are: love, care,awareness, selflessness,
dedication, sympathy, day-to-day practical knowledge, education, ni22n ,niTn. A
successful woman needs to be extremely knowledgeable.
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built her house
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but a foolish woman—with her
own hands—tears it down

exists in the internal realm.
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. The rib, from which the woman was created, protects the internal, vital
organs. The purpose of the woman is to protect and to nurture that which
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protects the vital, internal organs—y?x =
*  Both man and woman are given the responsibility of bringing the n2'Jw into their
lives; the man in the outer realm and the woman in the inner realm
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the unseen and internal”
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© Intrinsic female worth—Miriam saying to have babies even though the boys
would be killed, since there would still be boys
° “Help” does not mean serve; G-d is the biggest helper of all.

= The purpose is to provide spiritual help, by “maintaining consciousness of

and has obtained favor from G-d
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He who has found a wife has
found great good
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annoying dripping of rain on the
roof, when you're stuck inside
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an a contentious wife
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causes intermittent problems 7'0> |2 =
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sets the table and sets her mouth (nagging)
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sets the table and then turns back—this is bad because setting the table (household
work) does not dictate worth. What matters is that she's there—that the relationship is
there. She isn't wicked, or evil—she's mistaken about the essence of womanhood.

20D |2 "aR? niIn" (atoY)

a foolish son is a father's
heartbreak
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and a contentious woman is an
annoying dripping




